and kinds appears in a passage describing the offering of celestial flowers to Krishna. In the Bhagavad-Gita, Chap. IX, 32: (Sacred Books 0/ the East V. 8, p. 85):
"Whoever with devotion offers me leaf, flower, fruit, water; that, presented with devotion, I accept from him whose self is pure". From the Svayamvara of the Mahiibharata:
"Shouts of joy and loud applauses did the mighty feast declare, Heavenly blossoms soft-descended, Heavenly music thrilled the air." (Romesh C. Dutt's translation, London 1898, p. 189). Also from the Pativrata-mahiitmya of the Mahiibharata:
"And she bowed to him in silence, sacred flowers beside him laid, And her hands she folded meekly, sweetly her obeisance made." (p. 219). After the Buddha entered Nirvii1).a, offerings were made to His relics with zeal and devotion as if they were performed in His very presence with the belief that those who observed the oblations of incense and flowers purified their thoughts and received invisible rewards and did so for the accumulation of their own religious merits (I-Ching, Nanhai Chikuei Neifa-Ch'uan, TST, v. 54, p. 226b) .
Frequently, offering of flowers to the Triratna-Buddha, dharma, and samgha-is made in order to receive protection enabling the iiciirin to realize the dana-piiramita, the charity "perfection", the first of the six stages to the perfect enlightenment (Mahaprajfiiipiiramitii 5iistra: TST, v. 25, p. 45Ia).
In Mahayiina Buddhism, offerings added considerably to its permanent liturgy as it gradually was elaborated in many ways into a very complicated procedure. Numerous patterns of arrangement evolved based on different texts. Basically, the flower offering comes under the category of offerings known as satkiira-piijii-offerings of reverence. This is known in Lamaism as bkur-hstir-byed-pa and in Japanese Buddhism as kukei kuyo and is essentially the offerings made to the Honored One who is to be rightly reverenced, venerated, and held sacred or revered with various formal acts of oblations by the offering of things which bring joy in the eyes of the Honored One. (Das'abhiimi-vibhusha1).a 5iistra: TST, v. 26, p. 306) . All the offerings are made and received in the name of the Buddha. The participants in the ritual who wish to be purified of the tri1).ikarmiini-actions of body, speech, and mind-must reverently hold in their hands beautiful, fragrant flowers during the ceremony (Mahiiprajfiiipiiramitii Siitra: TST, v. 25, . Also cf. M. W. De Visser, Ancient Buddhism in Japan, Leiden 1935, p. 165) .
The Esoteric School of Buddhism regards the flower as a symbol
